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Greensburg Community Schools will be using a new student assessment for the 2016-2017 

school year.   NWEA diagnostic testing will be used in grades K-10 to assess student 

achievement and growth.  The assessment will help us differentiate instruction so that 

Greensburg Schools can address different areas of student academic weakness. NWEA 

diagnostic testing challenges students and offers opportunities for continuous growth.   

This assessment will replace a multitude of different tests your child might have been 

exposed to in the past (i.e. Dibels, Acuity, and Star).  NWEA will give us the opportunity to 

have a standard means of assessing students and allow us to keep year to year data to 

measure growth for all of our students vertically K-10.  We will have meaningful data that 

can be shared from one building level to the next as student’s progress through our schools.  

Below I have provided a brief overview of the assessment process. 

 

NWEA Testing Overview 
 

NWEA is an achievement diagnostic assessment for Mathematics and Reading that is taken 

on the computer, with just one question at a time displayed. It automatically adjusts in 

difficulty, according to student performance on each question answered. This way each test 

is individualized for each student. Greensburg students will participate in NWEA math 

and reading assessment three times a year: fall, winter and spring. Students and teachers 

can set goals for performance growth following each testing session. They can also compare 

their scores to those of thousands of other students in the nation. 

Teachers can analyze test scores in order to… 

 plan instruction 

 plan collaboration  

 set growth targets for students  

 monitor student progress 

 assess student strengths and weaknesses  

 customize “next steps” 

Our school district will use a scale called the RIT scale to measure a student’s academic 

growth over time. Like units on a ruler, the scale is divided into equal intervals – called 

Rasch Units (RIT) – and is independent of grade level. Each subject-area has a unique 

alignment to the RIT scale; as a result, scores between subject-areas are not equivalent. In 

reading, a RIT score of 174.7 to 188.7 indicates a performance level of second grade, while 

a RIT score of 217.2 to 220.1 indicates a performance level of eighth grade. A student who 

is reading at the tenth-grade level will have a RIT score of 220.4 to 221.2, and so on. Each 

subject-area is also divided into “strands,” which test specific areas of knowledge. 

Mathematics strands, for example, include real and imaginary numbers, algebra, 

geometry, and probability.  We hope that this new assessment will allow us to track student 

progress using meaningful data that will enable teachers to differentiate their instruction 

more effectively.  More detailed information will be shared from each building.  The tables 

below give the updated range of test scores: 



 

 


