7th Grade Social Studies

Syllabus/Course Outline

Mr. Cochran

Students in Seventh grade Social Studies study the regions and nations of Africa,

Asia, and the Southwest Pacific including historical, geographical, economic, political and cultural relationships. Students will specifically analyze certain nations including Japan, China, India, South Africa, Egypt, and Australia to gain a comprehensive overview of the region. Students will begin by studying basic social studies concepts that applies to our curriculum. Students will achieve the learning objectives in history, civics and government, geography, economics, and culture for each region.  This is a comprehensive course.  Everything the students learn may appear on the ISTEP exams in March and May.  We will use 2 short cycle assessments every grading period with a quarterly exam to monitor the students’ progress in this course.  Along with the short cycle assessments, students will be expected to maintain a notebook for their class work, write short constructed responses, extended free-write essays, projects, and tests. A list of the objectives that will be covered will be provided for each grading period.

State Standards

1. History – Students will examine the major movements, events, and figures that

contributed tot the development of nations in modern Africa, Asia and the Southwest

Pacific from ancient civilizations to early modern times.

2. Civics and Government- Students will trace the historic development of different

forms of government and compare various contemporary governments in Africa, Asia

and the Southwest Pacific.

3. Geography- Students will explain how Earth/sun relationships affect the atmospheric

and oceanic circulation systems, the seasons, and climate, and explain global time zones

and their relation to longitude. They will identify and categorize the major geographic

characteristics and regions of Africa, Asia, and the Southwest Pacific. They will also

name and locate major physical features, countries and major cities, and use geographic

skills and technology to examine geographic relationships within and between these

regions and the rest of the world.

4. Economics- Students will examine the influence of physical and cultural factors upon

the economic systems found in countries of Africa, Asia and the Southwest Pacific.

Grading:
Students will be assessed on their class work, projects, tests, and quizzes.  Each category will be weighted and calculated to formulate the final grade.  

Class work: This category will make up 25% of the grade.  We use an interactive notebook.   Students will keep all of their assignments for a unit in a spiral notebook and will turn it in at the end of each unit or when the teacher designates.  I will grade assignments throughout the unit so students will get immediate feedback; however grades will only be entered in the grade book at notebook checks.  Notebook Checks will occur every 1 to 2 weeks.  Students also need to have a purple folder to keep returned writing assignments and tests.  Students are responsible for keeping all assignments. 

Tests/Projects:  Tests and projects make up 75% of the grade.  Tests are formal assessments and may include written assignments, quizzes, and projects.

Classroom Expectations:

The 3 Rs:

Respect- Students will demonstrate respect to everyone and all property at all times.

Respnosibilities- Students will take care of their responsibilities.  Stay on task, complete all assignments, bring materials to class, and be in class on-time.

Rules- Students will follow all school rules and GJHS’s policies will be followed.

Consequences:

1.  Warning(s)
2. Student-teacher conference (1 on 1)
3. parent contact
4. further discipline (demerits, closed lunch, and office referral)
I may skip consequences when necessary.

Materials:

Students will need to supply paper, a purple folder, and spiral notebook.  We also use glue sticks, colored pencils, construction paper, markers, and more.  I will provide these materials.  Donations are welcome.

About Mr. Cochran:

I am very excited for the 2010-2011 school year.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  The best way to reach me is through email.  My email address is mcochran@greensburg.k12.in.us.  I can also be reached by calling the school at 812-663-7523 ext. 1715.  I will post information and assignments on my webpage at http://www.greensburg.k12.in.us/teacher/cochranmatt/index.htm.

I look forward to a great year.  Go Pirates!
I have read and understand the expectations for Mr. Cochran’s 7th Grade Social Studies Class.
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