Course Syllabus
6th Grade Social Studies

Greensburg Junior High School

Mr. Steven A. Mills 

Instructor Information

Room C225

Address: 505 E. Central Avenue, Greensburg, IN 47240

Email: smills@greensburg.k12.in.us
Website: www.greensburg.k12.in.us/teachers/millssteve/index.htm
Phone: 812-663-7523, extension 1825

Office hours: 7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. daily

Course Description

Students in Grade 6 study the regions and countries of Europe and the Americas, including geographical, historical, economic, political and cultural relationships. The areas emphasized are Europe and North and South America, including Central America and the Caribbean (Indiana Dept. of Education).

The Grade 6 Indiana academic standards for social studies are organized around four content areas: Geography, History, Government, and Economics. Skills for thinking, inquiry and participation in a democratic society, including the examination of Individuals, Society and Culture, are integrated throughout this course. Students will be responsible for being able to learn daily objectives and classroom procedures, working hard, being respectful of themselves and others, and having fun learning! 

Goals

1. To form positive citizens.

2. To use the concepts, skills, and knowledge from this class to be make a positive impact in our community, state, and nation.

3. To learn from the past so that we can be better equipped for future challenges.

Required Materials Needed Daily

1. Social Studies Text

2. 3-Ring binder

3. A purple social studies folder 

4. Paper

5. Pencil and/or pen

6. Agenda

Attendance

1. Be in your seat working on your bell work by the time the bell rings.

2. Students are responsible for all make up work.

3. In case of excused absence, the student has as many days as he/she was absent to turn in homework.

4. Some labs and assignments cannot be made up, so it is important to be in class for the full time every day.

Homework Policy

1. Homework is due by the end of the day on day it is due.
2. ​Assignments turned in within 24 hours will be accepted; however, grades may be lowered.
3. Assignments turned in over 24 hours late will not be graded.  

4. Make arrangements with the teacher for make up of tests and quizzes.
5. Copies of handouts, assignments, and notes will be placed in absent students’ folders so that they may pick them up when they returned.
6. Students MUST put their first and last name, date, and subject with period on all papers.  

7. Each day, students will write in their agendas the assignment for that day. Homework will be posted on the teacher’s school website for parents to view.

Units Studied
1. Introduction to Geography (Weeks 1-5) We will continually focus on world geography in this class; however, the class will first equip students with the skills necessary to be able to use an atlas and read/interpret/explain various types of maps. We’ll also explore how the earth moves and creates a changing environment for us and different parts of the world each day. In this unit, we’ll also look at the basic fundamentals of various government and economic systems.
2. Ancient Greek and Roman History, Geography, Culture, Economy and what on earth this means for us today (Weeks 6-13) In this unit we’ll discover what the landscape was like in Ancient Greece, what it’s like today, and how Greek history and culture revolutionized government functions, the arts, architecture, and much more. We will take the same exploration of the Roman government, culture, and history. We will continually ask ourselves: “Why does this matter?” “How does this affect our world today?” In this unit, we’ll also learn the skills of developing a timeline. 

3. Byzantine History, Culture, and contributions to our world today (Weeks 14-19) What made the Byzantines so successful after they transformed the Roman Empire in the east? What skill had they nearly perfected? How were women influential in the Empire? We’ll aspire to answer these questions in this unit! This unit will also include an in-depth project that explores the leadership of both Emperor Justinian and his wife, Theodora.
4. Feudalism (Weeks 20-23) In this unit we will explore the changing relationships between the government and the people in Europe in the Middle Ages. We will see some amazing new fighting techniques and also how these knights and feudal lords formed lasting connections and protection. How does this decline to the power of a monarchy affect us today? In this unit, we will make our own knight’s shield (out of paper of course), as the shield was one of the greatest forms of outward expression of character by a knight as he fought for his lord. We will also explore the castles that were built during the 12th -14th centuries. 
5. Scientific Revolution, Renaissance, and Reformation (weeks 24-27) The 12th-15th centuries in Europe were a time of great change and revolution. It was not an extremely violent time but rather a time of development and expression across Europe. This expression culminated with religious separation from the Church and even then massive change within the Catholic Church.

6. Revolution and the fall of Monarchies (weeks 28-30) The power structures and institutions established during the Renaissance will all be challenged during the 16th-18th centuries as we study violent revolutions in England, France, and America. We will compare and contrast these revolutions and also focus again on what the concept of revolution truly means. 

7. Central American (and parts of the Caribbean) History, Culture, and Religion (weeks 30-34) In this unit we’ll dive into the daily lives of the Maya, Aztecs, and Inca and see how they still affect Central America and parts of the United States today. Throughout this unit, we’ll continually compare these three groups of people and discover their similarities and differences. 

8. The United States and Canada (weeks 34-36) In this unit, we’ll discover the foundations of the United States and why we have the government organizations we do in both the United States and Canada. We will explore the American Revolution and the reasons behind it as it compares to the violent revolutions in Europe. We will ask questions like: “What is citizenship?” “Was everyone entitled to it?” “What does it look like for us today?”

Grades

1. Grades will be determined by students’ abilities to learn the objectives for the lessons provided. Grades from each assignment will be matched to an objective to determine the grade for that objective. All objectives will be weighted equally in determining the average grade.

2. Grade definitions

	This grade is earned…
	when the….

	F (0)
	student does not complete work to demonstrate knowledge of the objective. 

	D (1)
	student demonstrates knowledge of the objective with much support from teacher.

	C (2) 
	student demonstrates knowledge of the objective with minimal support from teacher or another student.

	B (3)
	student successfully demonstrates mastery of objective.

	A (4)
	student successfully demonstrates mastery of objective and completes work that is above and beyond the requirements.


3. Extra credit can be earned by reading a historical fiction book on a topic that is listed above. The student should read the book and take an AR test on it. A score of 85% or higher will earn 20 extra credit points to include in the total average for the student. If no AR test exists, the student can discuss the book with the teacher.
